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GOSPEL  RAYS  IN  MANCHOUKUO 


The  present  Empire  of  Manchoukuo  comprises 
what  was  formerly  the  three  northeastern  provinces 
of  China.  Thus  it  lies  directly  northeast  of  China 
proper.  Manchoukuo  is  also  known  by  the  name 
of  Manchuria. 


Area  and  Population 

The  area  of  the  Empire  of  Manchoukuo  is  esti¬ 
mated  at  503,283  square  miles.  It  is  three  times  the 
size  of  Japan  proper.  The  population  on  December 
31,  1935,  was  estimated  at  around  33,000,000.  The 
alien  population  of  Manchoukuo  at  the  end  of  June, 
1935,  included  Japanese,  446,242;  Koreans,  737,631 ; 
White  Russians,  5,054;  Denationalized  Russians,  44,- 
359;  Soviet  Russians,  21,272;  Poles,  1,519;  British, 
424 ;  Germans,  459 ;  Americans,  226 ;  and  other  na¬ 
tionals,  1,077. 

The  People 

The  indigenous  people  of  Manchoukuo  are  the 
Manchus  and  Mongols,  although  the  greater  part  of 
the  present  population  are  the  descendants  of  the 
Chinese  settlers  or  immigrants  from  China,  known 
as  Hans.  The  five  colored  stripes  of  the  Manchoukuo 
flag  signify  the  co-operative  efforts  of  these  five  dom¬ 
inant  racial  groups  in  Manchoukuo,  namely  the  Man¬ 
chus,  Chinese  (Hans),  Mongols,  Japanese,  and  Kor¬ 
eans. 


Resources  of  the  Country 
Primarily  Manchoukuo  is  an  agricultural  country. 
Agriculture  ranks  first  in  importance  among  its  re¬ 
sources,  which  are  varied  and  rich,  and  28.1%  of  the 


entire  land  is  estimated  to  be  tillable  area.  This  arable 
area,  though  representing  less  than  one  third  of  the 
country,  is  larger  than  that  of  Canada  and  the  Argen¬ 
tine,  and  next  only  to  that  of  the  United  States, 
British  India,  Soviet  Union,  and  China.  Of  the  total 
arable  land  only  46.9%  is  under  cultivation  at  the 
present  time,  a  percentage  which  is  larger  than  that 
of  Italy  or  Abyssinia,  and  ranks  next  to  that  of  Poland 
and  Spain. 

The  country  possesses  rich  forestry  resources. 
Recent  statistics  estimate  the  aggregate  forest  area 
at  about  360,000  square  kilometers  and  the  standing 
timber  at  about  4,173,000  cubic  meters.  This  repre¬ 
sents  practically  a  third  of  Manchoukuo’s  total  area. 

Manchoukuo  is  also  rich  in  mineral  resources.  At 
present  both  coal  and  iron  are  being  extensively 
exploited.  Closest  of  attention  is  being  given  gold 
and  other  precious  minerals,  and  the  country  has  been 
highly  successful  in  their  efforts  at  gold  exploitation. 

f 

Church  W o-rk  Within  the  Empire 

The  Government  statistics  for  the  last  year  list  mis¬ 
sionary  institutions  as  follows :  Churches — Catholic 
190,  Protestant  303;  Converts — Catholic  85,000,  Pro¬ 
testant  64,000.  How  many  really  saved  souls  can  be 
found  in  Manchoukuo  is  another  question,  but  judging 
by  the  standard  of  Christians  in  many  churches,  one 
has  a  good  reason  to  believe  that  we  have  not  so  very 
many  thousand  born-again  converts  in  this  great  Em¬ 
pire  of  Manchoukuo. 

First  Assemblies  of  God  Missionaries  to  Manchoukuo 

The  General  Council  of  the  Assemblies  of  God 
sent  their  first  missionaries  to  Manchoukuo  in  De¬ 
cember,  1929.  The  party  consisted  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Martin  Kvamme  of  Tacoma,  Washington ;  Mrs.  Ruth 
D.  Cook  of  Dansville,  New  York;  Miss  Inga  Peterson 
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Miss  Irene  Larson. 


of  Minneapolis,  Minnesota;  and  Miss  Irene  Larson 
of  Noonan,  North  Dakota.  M’ss  Ingeborg  Edwards, 
a  friend  of  Mrs.  Ruth  D.  Cook,  also  joined  the  party. 
This  party  left  Tientsin,  North  China,  on  Friday, 
December  13,  by  train  for  Mukden.  It  was  raining 
hard  when  we  left  Tientsin,  but  traveling  northeast, 
we  soon  ran  into  a  severe  snowstorm.  The  trip  that 
should  have  been  made  in  seventeen  hours  took  fully 
sixty  hours  and  landed  us  in  Mukden  at  midnight 
with  the  snowstorm  still  raging  and  with  much  snow 
on  the  ground.  A  friend  had  rented  a  house  for  us, 
but  all  our  furniture  was  shipped  by  boat  and  did  not 
arrive  until  two  weeks  later.  The  first  night  some 
of  our  party  slept  on  the  floor,  while  others  were  able 
to  obtain  room  in  a  Russian  hotel.  The  house  that 
had  been  rented  for  us  was  newly  built  and  the 
plastering  was  frozen.  We  shall  long  remember  the 
misery  of  those  winter  months. 


The  first  baptismal  service  in  Mukden.  Martin 
Kvammc  baptizing 
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Time  of  Prosperity 

There  was  great  prosperity  among  the  Chinese  in 
Mukden  at  that  time,  and  we  were  unable  to  find  a 
small  store  building  suitable  for  a  mission  hall.  It 
was  in  March,  1930,  that  we  finally  were  able  to  rent 
a  store  building  in  the  industrial  center  of  the  city. 
It  was  a  rather  poor  location,  but  God  manifested 
His  power  there,  and  we  were  privileged  to  see  souls 
coming  through  to  God  both  for  salvation  and  for 
the  Baptism  in  the  Holy  Spirit.  Sisters  Peterson  and 
Larson  located  in  the  city  of  Ying  K'ou  the  following 
month,  and  God  gave  them  souls  from  the  beginning, 
whereof  some  are  still  faithful  in  the  little  Assembly 
there.  In  May,  1931,  the  work  in  Mukden  was  ex¬ 
tended  by  the  opening  of  a  mission  hall  on  the  big 
street  of  the  Little  West  Suburb.  This  place  served 
as  headquarters  and  residence  for  the  missionaries  until 
moving  into  our  new  mission  station.  In  those  days 
we  had  no  trouble  gathering  large  crowds,  and  the 
people  seemed  very  open  to  the  gospel  message. 

Change  in  Government  and  Reinforcement  of 

Missionaries 

Things  seemed  very  wonderful  until  September 
18,  1931,  when  the  so-called  “Manchur'an  Incident” 
took  place.  Within  a  few  months  about  200,000  peo¬ 
ple  had  cleared  out,  and  among  them  most  of  our 
Christians.  It  meant  that  we  must  start  all  over 
again,  and  so  we  did.  Brother  and  Sister  Adolf  Win- 
gard  joined  us  in  the  Manchurian  work  in  1931. 

Extension  of  Missionary  Activities 

Harbin 

In  May,  1933,  our  activities  were  extended  to 
Harbin,  North  Manchoukuo.  A  group  of  Christians 
invited  us  to  open  work  there,  and  we  helped  them 
to  open  a  small  place,  where  meetings  were  carried 
on  until  1934,  when  a  better  location  became  available 
in  the  thickly  populated  district  of  Fu-chia  Tien. 
Brother  and  Sister  Wingard  had  then  moved  to  Har- 
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Our  first  mission  hall  in  Mukden 
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Wingard  at  right. 


bin  to  take  charge  of  the  activities  in  the  north.  In 
March,  1935,  the  work  moved  into  larger  and  better 
quarters  at  89  Sheng  P’ing  Chieh,  where  many  souls 
have  been  saved  and  filled  with  the  blessed  Holy  Spirit. 

In  connection  with  the  Harbin  station  there  are 
three  outstations.  Two  of  them,  Anta  and  Pa-yen, 
were  opened  by  the  native  brethren  before  we  started 
work  in  North  Manchoukuo.  They  are  now  working 
in  full  co-operation  with  the  Harbin  Assembly  and 
are  receiving  part  support  for  their  native  evangelists 
as  well  as  other  encouragements.  The  other  outsta- 
tion  is  located  in  a  village  north  of  Hsin  King  by 
the  name  of  Chu  Chia  Ch’eng  Tzu.  A  native  brother 
is  in  charge,  and  we  understand  that  he  has  done  very 
splendid  work  among  the  village  people,  and  there  is 
a  large  number  of  believers. 

Port  Arthur 

In  November,  1933,  Sisters  Peterson  and  Lar¬ 
son  felt  led  to  branch  out  from  Ying  K’ou.  They 
rented  a  very  suitable  building  at  Port  Arthur  and 
made  this  their  head  station.  From  the  very  first 
meeting  one  could  sense  the  desire  among  the  peo¬ 
ple  for  the  Full  Gospel  message.  Our  sisters  have 
been  doing  splend'd  work  there.  During  1935  Sisters 
Ruth  Melching  and  Pansy  Blossom  from  the  State 
of  Florida  took  up  their  residence  at  this  station, 
where  they  studied  the  language.  During  their  time 
of  study  they  also  proved  a  real  blessing  to  the 
work.  Port  Arthur  thus  has  a  group  of  redeemed 
souls. 

Mukden 

In  April,  1934,  the  work  in  Mukden  was  further 
extended  by  the  opening  of  a  mission  hall  on  the  big 
street  of  the  Little  East  Suburb.  The  work  there  got 
a  very  good  start  through  two  tent  meeting  campaigns, 
and  many  have  found  the  Lord  as  their  personal  Sav¬ 
iour.  The  Holy  Spirit  has  also  been  poured  out  from 
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Shining  for  Jesus — a  Sunday  school  class  of  the  Port  Arthur  assembly 


time  to  time  in  that  place,  and  at  the  time  of  writ¬ 
ing  we  have  a  very  active  assembly  there  with  more 
than  eighty  members. 

In  1935  we  had  the  joy  of  moving  into  a  new 
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splendid  gospel  tabernacle  in  Mukden.  The  under¬ 
taking  was  rather  heavy,  but  God  helped  us  in  a  won¬ 
derful  way.  The  natives  were  with  us  with  their 
offerings,  and  this  large  mission  station  of  the  value 
of  more  than  $6,000  (in  U.  S.  money),  with  less  than 
one  third  sent  from  the  homeland,  stands  as  an 
answer  to  prayer.  One  principle  in  life  and  mission¬ 
ary  work  is  that  of  not  going  into  debt,  and  we  have 
found  that  God  is  honoring  and  mightily  blessing  this 
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way  of  living  and  working.  God  provided  everything 
needed  for  His  work.  When  we  were  ready  to  nego¬ 
tiate  for  the  buying  of  a  building  site  and  the  man¬ 
ner  of  tabernacle  to  put  up,  then  God  sent  along 
Brother  and  Sister  A.  J.  Ahlberg  from  far-ofif  Ta¬ 
coma,  Washington.  Brother  Ahlberg  being  a  con¬ 
struction  man  with  long  years  of  experience  fitted  into 
the  picture,  and  during  the  summer  months  of  1935 
he  was  initiated  into  the  most  trying  phase  of  mis¬ 
sionary  life.  Brother  and  Sister  Ahlberg  are  located 
in  Mukden  and  are  studying  very  diligently,  acquiring 
a  working  knowledge  of  the  Manchurian  language. 

One  of  our  Christians  who  lives  in  Chin  Chia 
Wa  Tzu  section  of  Mukden  opened  his  home  for 
meetings  last  year.  Meetings  are  held  there  every 
Tuesday  with  an  attendance  of  about  thirty  souls. 
This  branch  of  the  work  has  borne  good  fruit,  and  a 
number  of  souls  from  there  have  been  saved  and  have 
received  Christian  baptism.  This  brother  is,  by  the 
way,  one  of  the  treasurers  of  the  Mukden  Tabernacle, 
and  he  is  hoping  that  in  the  future  they  shall  be  able 


The  big  gospel  tent  which  has  been  a  great  help  in 
the  Mukden  work 
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Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jacob  Hsun,  Mukden 
workers  at  Little  East  Suburb 


to  build  a  branch  church  in  their  district,  thus  carrying 
on  a  permanent  work. 

Chinchou 

In  May,  1936,  we  had  the  privilege  of  opening 
work  in  the  city  of  Chinchou,  the  capital  city  of  Chin¬ 
chou  province.  The  province  has  a  population  of 
about  3, 262,532  and  truly  is  a  splendid  mission  field. 
Our  mission  there  has  just  been  moved  into  new 
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Dedication  of  the  Mukden  Gospel  Tabernacle 


quarters,  and  the  nightly  attendance  is  that  of  full 
house.  How  we  need  missionaries  for  this  large  prov¬ 
ince,  as  the  distance  is  rather  far  for  us  to  carry  on 
from  Mukden,  it  being  some  180  miles  southwest  from 
Mukden.  We  have  already  conducted  two  baptismal 
services  in  Chinchou,  and  will  have  another  group 
of  converts  soon  to  receive  baptism  in  water. 


The  Chinchou  Gospel  Hall 

Fn  Shim  (Then  Ching  Chai) 

In  November,  1936,  we  were  also  enabled  to  open 
work  in  the  large  mining  center  of  Fu  Shun.  The 
mission  is  situated  on  the  main  street  of  New  Tien 
Ching  Chai.  This  city  has  a  population  of  about 
120,000  and  is  located  thirty  miles  east  of  Mukden. 
We  have  long  been  wishing  to  open  work  there,  and 
when  we  finally  were  able  to  find  a  suitable  loca¬ 
tion,  we  seemingly  walked  into  a  good  deal  of  unfore¬ 
seen  trouble.  The  worker  that  we  placed  in  charge 
was  held  in  the  “lock-up”  for  seven  days  because 
of  spreading  unregistered  tracts,  and  meetings  were 
closed  for  about  two  weeks.  God  undertook  for  us, 
and  after  placing  another  worker  in  charge  we  have 
been  able  to  carry  on  without  any  trouble.  The  at¬ 
tendance  at  this  station  is  very  good,  and  we  are 
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Jezvels  for  His  croton!  The  Sunday  school  at  Chinchou 


looking  for  a  real  harvesting  of  souls  from  that  sec¬ 
tion  of  this  province. 

Introductory  Summary 

During  these  years  of  work  in  Manchoukuo  we 
have  not  been  able  to  accomplish  what  we  had  hoped 
for.  You  will  readily  understand  that  during  the  past 
years  we  have  had  many  unfavorable  circumstances 
working  against  us.  It  would  be  unwise  for  us  to 
enumerate  them,  but  suffice  to  say  that  God  has  proven 
our  true  refuge  in  every  storm  of  life.  That  which 
has  been  accomplished  has  all  been  through  the  grace 
and  help  of  God,  and  He  alone  shall  have  all  the  honor 
and  credit.  At  the  time  of  writing  (June,  1937), 
we  have  in  Manchoukuo  three  main  stations,  namely : 
Harbin,  Port  Arthur,  and  Mukden.  In  connection 
with  these  main  stations  we  have  ten  outstations 
and  street  chapels,  forty  native  evangelists,  Bible  wom¬ 
en,  and  Christian  workers.  We  are  not  able  to  give 
any  data  of  the  number  of  converts,  but  the  total 
of  baptized  converts  of  our  Assemblies  is  around  six 
hundred. 

Under  the  new  regime  in  Manchoukuo,  foreign 
work  is  encountering  changes.  Because  of  this,  it 
was  deemed  advisable  to  make  Manchuria  a  special 
area  with  its  own  field  administration.  We  will,  there¬ 
fore,  have  our  own  Annual  Conference  in  Manchuria 
both  for  missionaries  and  the  native  ministry.  We 
are  glad  to  state  that  this  field  is  open  to  the  preach¬ 
ing  of  the  Full  Gospel.  The  harvest  is  great  and  the 
workers  are  few ;  we  therefore  plead  with  the  young 
men  and  women  in  the  homeland  to  give  their  lives 
into  the  service  of  God  and  for  the  salvation  of  masses 
in  Manchoukuo  who  have  never  heard  of  Jesus  and 
His  power  to  save  from  sin.  Give  heed  to  the  call 
of  God  and  make  use  of  the  opportunity  that  God  is 
giving  you.  The  night  cometh  when  no  man  can 
work.  Jesus  said,  “My  Father  worketh  hitherto,  and 
I  work/'  ARE  YOU  WORKING  FOR  GOD? 
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The  Dope  Evil 

The  dope  traffic  is  a  formidable  foe  and  is  Man- 
choukuo’s  woe,  taking  its  toll  of  thousands  of  lives 
each  year.  It  is  an  everyday  occurrence  to  see  dead 
bodies  lying  by  the  side  of  the  street ;  yet  they  cause 
no  one  to  look  twice,  as  people  do  not  crowd  around 
what  they  see  every  day.  As  one  passes  these  naked, 
emaciated  bodies,  covered  with  filth  and  sores,  with 
unkempt  hair,  one  might  ask  “Why  is  no  one  con¬ 
cerned  about  this  body?”  The  answer  is — it  is  only 
a  dape. 


Only  a  dope!  Lying  where  he  has 
fallen  by  the  wayside.  Even  while 
life  still  lingered  his  emaciated  body 
was  stripped  of  the  little  clothing  he 
had  and  left  on  the  ground  to  freeze. 


Practically  everyone  of  these  dope  addicts  have 
been  reduced  to  beggary  by  a  terrible  craving,  and  as 
the  shops  where  dope  can  be  obtained  are  so  numer¬ 
ous,  the  only  difficulty  for  the  addict  is  to  obtain 
money  to  buy  the  drug  which  thus  satisfies  and  keeps 
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him  alive.  When  every  cent  of  money  is  gone,  and 
these  addicts  have  pawned  every  rag  of  clothing  pawn- 
able,  and  no  longer  have  strength  to  go  out  on  the 
street  to  beg  for  coppers  with  which  to  buy  more 
dope,  they  are  then  refused  entrance  into  these  dope 
dens  they  had  been  patronizing.  The  skin  of  dope 
fiends  takes  on  a  peculiar  hue,  and  their  bodies  become 
greatly  emaciated ;  they  will  usually  use  their  last 
efiforts  in  going  up  and  down  the  streets  before  the 
shops  where  they  have  been  in  the  habit  of  buying. 
Often  they  have  to  lean  against  the  buildings  as  they 
go,  using  a  stick  to  keep  themselves  upright,  until  at 
last  they  drop  in  their  own  tracks. 

During  the  winter  as  they  fall  they  quickly  freeze 
to  death.  Sometimes  they  are  cast  out  on  the  ash 
heap  before  being  actually  dead ;  for  no  one  wants 
such  a  piece  of  humanity  to  die  within  his  home. 
While  they  are  still  alive,  their  own  comrades  come 
around  to  strip  them  of  their  few  remaining  clothes. 
Last  winter  one  of  these  unwanted  ones  was  laid  out 
in  the  bitter  cold  to  die,  when  one  of  his  heartless 
companions  began  to  pull  off  his  clothes.  The  poor 
victim  was  still  able  to  speak  and  rebuked  him  say¬ 
ing,  “Why  take  my  clothes,  seeing  I  am  not  yet 
dead?”  To  this  he  replied,  “This  is  my  opportunity; 
I  must  take  them  while  the  taking  is  good  or  I  will 
never  get  them,”  meaning  that  someone  else  would 
steal  them  if  he  waited  until  he  was  dead. 

These  bodies  are  finally  picked  up  by  the  author¬ 
ities  and  put  in  a  large  grave  in  wholesale  manner, 
sometimes  as  many  as  a  hundred  in  one  pit.  In  some 
cities  we  understand  they  are  gathered  and  disposed 
of  by  burning.  What  a  harvest  of  souls  gone  down 
into  Christless  graves ! 

The  prayer  of  the  missionary  is  to  reach  as  many 
as  possible  with  the  message  of  the  gospel  of  Jesus, 
which  is  able  to  deliver  and  keep  from  every  power 
of  the  devil.  We  are  praising  God  that  we  have  been 
permitted  to  see  a  number  delivered  from  the  clutches 
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of  this  terrible  evil  through  the  power  of  the  cleans¬ 
ing  blood  of  Jesus,  and  these  are  a  testimony  among 
their  own  people. 

Customs  of  the  People 

The  average  native  home  is  very  small ;  among 
the  poor  people,  which  are  the  masses,  one  room  com¬ 
prises  a  home.  In  country  villages  these  homes  are 
usually  made  of  mud ;  long  narrow  buildings  are 
constructed  to  form  a  rectangular  boundary  around 
the  compound,  thus  leaving  a  courtyard  in  the  center. 
The  windows  and  doors  open  towards  this  inner  court, 
and  one  large  door  or  gate  from  the  court  opens  to 
the  street.  A  village  consists  of  many  adjoining  com¬ 
pounds  with  narrow  winding  alleys  between  them 
which  serve  as  outlets  to  the  street.  Many  families 
may  occupy  one  compound,  and  we  may  find  a  family 
huddled  in  one  room,  the  largest  part  of  which  is 


A  close-up  of  a  pitiful  condition!  These  are 
the  feet  of  a  woman,  which  have  been  bound  since 
infancy.  Note  the  relative  sine  as  compared  to  the 
small  tea  cup  at  the  left. 
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taken  up  by  a  brick  bed  called  a  kang.  It  is  built  with 
oven-like  openings  underneath  and  has  a  place  to 
build  a  fire  at  one  end.  Over  this  fire  the  family 
cooking  is  done,  the  smoke  and  heat  passing  through 
the  ovenlike  openings  under  the  bed.  Thus  the 
bricks  are  heated,  making  a  warm  place  for  the  family 
to  sleep.  Many  homes  do  not  have  any  other  heat. 
Children,  dogs,  chickens,  and  pigs  all  share  the  com¬ 
pound  together. 

The  city  homes  are  built  much  in  the  same  order 
excepting  that  many  are  constructed  of  grey  brick 
instead  of  mud,  and  grey  tiling  is  used  for  roofs. 
To  see  many  rows  of  these  houses  and  compounds,  all 
built  much  alike,  gives  one  a  rather  dull  aspect  of 
native  life.  The  clothes  of  the  Manchurians,  and 
Chinese  as  well,  are  not  as  a  rule  colorful.  Men  and 
women  use  the  same  mode  of  dress  which  generally 
consists  of  long,  dark-colored  trousers  and  a  long, 
straight  gown  of  dull  blue  or  black  which  is  worn 
over  the  trousers.  In  the  summertime  the  women 
often  wear  colored  gowns,  while  many  of  the  native 
men  in  the  cities  are  beginning  to  adopt  the  Western 
manner  of  dress. 

The  Manchu  women  do  not  have  bound  feet. 
Though  we  see  many  women  here  with  bound  feet, 
they  have  emigrated  from  China  proper. 

A  man’s  wealth  is  usually  judged  by  the  num¬ 
ber  of  wives  and  children  he  is  able  to  support.  There 
is  the  ‘Big  Wife’  which  is  the  first  one  and  who 
rules  the  home.  Then  comes  the  second  wife,  which 
is  a  very  common  custom,  and  sometimes  he  has  even 
a  third  and  a  fourth — all  living  in  the  same  home. 
This  is  one  of  the  many  problems  which  confronts 
the  missionary,  for  when  these  people  receive  the 
gospel,  it  is  very  hard  for  them  to  settle  domestic 
difficulties. 

The  heathen  have  many  superstitious  beliefs. 
One  may  notice  a  mirror  hanging  above  a  door  on  the 
outside  and  upon  inquiry  meet  with  such  a  reply  as 
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the  following:  “There  is  a  chimney  on  the  house 
across  the  courtyard  just  opposite  our  door,  and  its 
shadow  falling  across  our  door  has  the  destructive 
power  of  a  cannon.  Therefore  we  have  put  the  mir¬ 
ror  there  that  the  shadow  may  be  reflected  back,  thus 
rendering  it  void  of  any  harm.” 

Or  you  may  notice  an  old  woman  with  a  silver 
ornament  dangling  on  a  chain  which  has  been  hung 
from  the  buttonhole  on  her  dress.  If  you  ask  her 
what  it  is,  she  will  answer  that  it  is  a  cow  and  that 
from  it  she  receives  forgiveness  from  sins.  This  cow 
is  a  gift  from  her  daughter,  and  she  tells  us  that  now 
since  she  is  an  old  woman,  it  is  time  for  her  to  have 
her  sins  forgiven.  How  true  it  is  that  in  every  tribe 
and  nation  there  is  that  recognition  of  sin,  and  some 
means  is  devised  to  endeavor  to  seek  liberation  and 
purity  from  its  awful  blight. 

We  hear  a  weird  sound  of  native  bugles  and  cym¬ 
bals.  Rushing  to  the  window  or  door  we  may  see  a 
funeral  procession  going  by.  A  native  band  leads 
the  way,  followed  closely  by  the  pallbearers,  carrying 
their  burden  on  their  shoulders.  The  coffin  as  a  rule 
is  secluded  by  red  silk  drapery  with  embroidered 
dragons,  held  up  in  tent  fashion  by  poles.  In  the  rear 
follow  the  mourners  who  dress  in  white  with  different 
styles  of  headdress  according  to  their  rank  in  the  clan 
or  the  custom  of  that  particular  section.  The  mourn¬ 
ers  are  sometimes  bent  low  as  in  extreme  grief,  and 
the  chief  mourner  often  has  someone  to  lean  upon. 
Following  the  men  come  the  women,  usually  with  their 
faces  covered  and  wailing  aloud.  Their  wailing  is 
begun  and  stopped  by  a  signal  from  the  one  in  charge 
of  the  affair. 

The  Chinese  are  great  for  noise,  the  louder  the 
better !  One  would  think  it  were  Independence  Day, 
for  many  fire  crackers  on  a  stick  are  set  off,  and 
during  the  boom !  boom !  boom !  the  men  mourners 
prostrate  their  faces  on  the  ground  and  knock  their 
foreheads  in  the  dust  as  a  tribute  to  the  deceased. 
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Often  there  are  colorful  decorations  and  banners  of 
silk  besides  plates  of  food  for  the  departed,  and  a 
horse  and  cart  and  servants  for  his  comfort  and  use 
in  the  next  world.  These  are  supposedly  transferred 
to  the  next  world  by  setting  them  ablaze.  If  the  dead 
be  a  woman,  a  cow  will  often  be  seen,  made  of  maize 
stalks  and  yellow  paper.  The  cow  is  a  real  friend  of 
the  woman,  for  when  she  reckons  her  account  with 
God  and  He  tries  to  make  her  drink  all  the  water  she 
has  used  in  her  lifetime,  the  cow  will  become  her  sub¬ 
stitute  and  drink  it  for  her,  for  the  cow  drinks  lots 
of  water. 

When  a  person  gets  sick  and  does  not  wish  to 
call  in  a  doctor,  he  may  call  in  a  witch  who  beats  a 
small  drum,  dances  about,  and  makes  a  queer  sound 
like  chanting.  This  over,  the  verdict  is  pronounced. 
The  person  is  told  that  he  will  live  or  that  he  will  die. 
Then  four  or  five  dollars  are  given  to  the  witch 
doctor,  two  pints  of  rice,  and  a  few  feet  of  cloth. 
Then  the  knives  and  wash  basin  are  thrown  out  the 
door  at  the  devil  who  is  trying  to  enter,  and  the  door 
is  closed  tight,  thus  barring  him  out. 

Remarkable  Testimonies 

If  one  were  to  tell  the  complete  story  of  mission¬ 
ary  endeavors,  a  large  volume  would  necessarily  be 
filled  with  interesting  reading.  However,  our  purpose 
at  the  present  time  is  merely  to  relate  a  small  portion 
of  experiences  encountered  and  gracious  answers  to 
prayer.  The  following  are  extracts  of  testimonies  of 
God’s  work  in  connection  with  the  Port  Arthur  and 
Ying  K’ou  stations. 

Mrs.  Tsun,  the  Christian  wife  of  a  strict  Con- 
fucianist  scholar,  had  prayed  earnestly  that  God  would 
save  her  husband.  He  had  heard  the  gospel  but  had 
determined  not  to  yield  to  its  teachings.  However, 
in  the  spring  of  1935  he  became  bed-ridden  with  a 
most  painful  sickness  resembling  neuritis.  His  friends 
came  and  in  his  behalf  worshiped  the  gods  and  burned 
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incense  unto  them.  Strange  to  say,  and  yet  not 
strange,  in  spite  of  all  their  devotion,  he  was  nothing 
bettered  but  rather  grew  worse.  The  day  came  when 
he  was  taken  off  to  the  hospital,  where  he  hoped  that 
through  taking  foreign  medicines  he  might  receive  the 
healing  cure.  Here  he  was  doped  up,  for  there  was  no 
other  way  that  they  could  relieve  him  of  his  pain,  and 
soon  was  sent  home  to  suffer  again  at  the  mercy  of 
the  gods.  Finally  in  his  despair  he  called  for  the 
mission  people  to  come  and  pray  for  him,  which  they 
were  glad  to  do.  Much  prayer  had  been  made  for 
his  salvation,  and  at  this  time  God  was  dealing  with 
his  heart.  After  many  days  had  passed,  in  much  pain 
and  despair,  he  came  to  the  place  of  surrender  to 
God  and  then  experienced  a  wonderful  healing  in  body. 
Later  he  testified  at  the  mission,  “What  the  doctors 
and  the  gods  were  not  able  to  do  for  me,  the  true 
God  has  done.”  Some  two  years  have  passed,  and 
Mr.  Tsun  is  still  a  healed  man  and  a  follower  of 
Jesus  Christ. 

One  day  Miss  Peterson  and  native  workers  had 
taken  a  trip  over  the  mountains  to  the  villages.  In 
the  first  village  where  street  meeting  was  held  they 
noticed  a  woman  hurrying  down  the  hillside  toward 
them.  Drawing  near,  she  asked  if  they  were  preach¬ 
ing  about  Jesus  and  then  entreated  them  to  go  to  her 
home  to  teach  her  mother  of  Jesus  and  pray  for  her 
to  be  healed.  After  the  meeting  was  over,  they  fol¬ 
lowed  her  home  and  found  a  family  open  to  the  gos¬ 
pel  message.  They  had  already  thrown  their  idols 
away  and  wanted  to  believe  in  the  true  God.  The  old 
mother  told  of  a  dream  she  had  had  during  the  night, 
of  someone  coming  to  their  village  to  preach  about 
Jesus,  and  that  these  people  would  come  to  her 
home  to  pray  for  her.  Thus  God  used  a  dream  to 
prepare  the  heart  of  a  poor  heathen  woman  to  receive 
the  message  of  eternal  life  through  Jesus  Christ  our 
Lord.  She  was  prayed  for  and  instructed  in  the 
way  of  life  and  then  was  left  to  the  care  of  our 
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heavenly  Father.  Shortly  after  it  was  learned  that 
she  died. 

Often  God  uses  dreams  to  reveal  Himself  and 
His  word  to  the  Chinese.  One  night  Mr.  Tsu,  a 
faithful  Christian,  dreamed  of  a  revival.  It  seemed 
that  the  mission  people  were  putting  up  all  kinds  of 
lights  through  the  city  streets.  He  asked  the  mission¬ 
ary,  “Why  are  you  doing  this?”  and  received  the 
reply,  “Do  as  you  are  told  and  you  will  see  the  out¬ 
come  of  it.”  After  the  lights  had  been  strung  up,  all 
of  which  were  connected  with  the  mission  hall,  crowds 
came  to  see  what  was  going  on.  As  they  came  into 
the  church  and  listened  to  the  gospel,  their  hearts 
were  touched  and  many  cried  out  to  God  for  help. 
Thus  Mr.  Tsu  came  to  realize  what  these  lights  meant, 
and  in  his  testimony  expressed,  “Oh,  that  we  may  be 
as  lights  that  can  draw  the  people  to  hear  the  gospel.” 

Whoever  has  visited  the  Port  Arthur  station 
should  recall  meeting  fat  Mr.  Liu.  Fie  has  been  one 
of  the  faithful  stand-bys  at  the  mission,  and  is  the 
oldest  male  member  in  his  home.  His  wife,  how¬ 
ever,  is  an  ardent  idol  worshiper,  and  in  the  past  has 
persecuted  him  considerably.  During  the  past  winter 
an  incident  occurred  which  has  tended  greatly  to  re¬ 
move  the  barrier  between.  One  stormy  night  the  large 
building  next  door  to  them,  which  was  an  opium  den, 
caught  fire  and  raged  in  flames,  as  the  interior  was  a 
wooden  structure.  To  all  appearances  it  seemed  their 
home  would  surely  be  swallowed  by  the  flames,  but 
Mr.  Liu  prayed  desperately  and  depended  upon  God 
to  display  His  mighty  power  by  saving  their  lives, 
their  home,  and  their  business.  God  performed  a 
miracle,  and  somehow  the  heat  of  the  flames  did  not 
so  much  as  scorch  their  house  or  crack  their  window 
panes,  though  the  buildings  were  very  close,  in  fact 
almost  together.  Mr.  Liu  was  overjoyed,  and  as  the 
neighbors  came  around,  he  triumphantly  testified, 
“See  what  my  God  is  able  to  do!”  and  he  urged  them 
to  believe  in  this  all-powerful,  living  God.  One  day 
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the  missionary  went  by  their  home,  and  Mrs.  Liu  her¬ 
self  came  out  and  said,  “I  praise  the  Lord;  He  has 
saved  our  home.”  Thus  her  heart  has  been  made 
open,  and  she  is  no  longer  afraid  to  have  Christian 
workers  come  to  her  home.  Before  there  was  no  way 
of  approach  to  her,  but  God  has  used  a  miracle  to  open 
her  heart.  Please  pray  for  dear  Mrs.  Liu  that  she 
may  see  the  uselessness  of  worshiping  the  idols  and 
soon  turn  to  Christ  the  Saviour. 

The  following  is  a  remarkable  testimony  reveal¬ 
ing  Christ  as  the  loving  Shepherd  who  has  come  to 
seek  and  save  that  which  was  lost.  It  was  on  a 
spring  day  (in  1937)  when  the  missionary  and  some 
of  the  Christian  workers  were  called  to  pray  for  a 
sick  woman,  Mrs.  Liu.  They  found  a  large  family 
gathered  in  the  room  of  the  sick  one,  their  mother, 
and  were  apparently  waiting  for  her  last  moment. 
Upon  entering  the  room,  the  husband  spoke  saying, 
“We  all  want  to  believe  in  Jesus.  Here  are  our  gods; 
what  shall  we  do  with  them?”  The  missionary  asked, 
“Are  you  really  from  your  hearts  willing  to  give  up 
these  idols  and  never  again  believe  in  them?”  They 
assured  her  they  were,  but  because  the  heathen  are 
fearful  of  destroying  them  lest  they  receive  harm  from 
these  deities,  they  desired  her  to  take  them  down. 
With  praises  to  God  she  pulled  down  the  drapery, 
paper  idols,  kitchen  god,  and  sacred  tablets,  while 
they  stared  in  amazement,  wondering  how  this  foreign 
lady  dared  to  thus  treat  lightly  their  sacred  things. 
These  were  all  consigned  to  the  flames  after  which 
the  sick  mother  was  prayed  for,  that  God  might 
save  her  and  if  it  be  His  will  that  she  might  be  healed. 
Though  at  the  very  door  of  death,  she  rallied  and  the 
second  or  third  day  definite  improvement  could  be 
seen.  She  lived  on  for  some  three  weeks  during  which 
time  the  missionary  or  native  workers  visited  her  each 
day  explaining  the  gospel  story  and  praying  with  her. 
Her  heart  was  opened  and  the  Lord  gave  her  under¬ 
standing  to  grasp  the  reality  of  salvation  through 
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Jesus  the  Saviour.  She  really  accepted  Him  as  her 
own  and  came  to  the  place  of  willing  submission  unto 
death  or  life,  whichever  be  His  will.  So  often  she 
would  pray,  “Lord,  I’m  leaning  on  you,”  which  is  a 
very  beautiful  expression  in  Chinese.  On  her  last 
day  she  prayed  for  the  Lord  to  quickly  take  her  to 
her  heavenly  home,  and  only  a  few  hours  before  pass¬ 
ing  away  called  for  her  husband  to  help  her  pray. 
As  far  as  is  known  her  last  words  were  breathed  out 
in  prayer  to  her  new-found  loving  Saviour.  We 
marvel  at  God’s  love  and  mercy,  and  even  in  the  last 
hours  He  uses  means  to  draw  His  other  sheep  out  of 
darkness  into  the  light ;  “and  they  shall  hear  my 
voice ;  and  there  shall  be  one  fold  and  one  shepherd.” 
Please  pray  for  the  family  of  this  departed  loved  one, 
and  especially  for  Mrs.  Liu’s  old  mother  who  was 
very  much  touched  and  impressed  by  the  unusual 
manner  in  which  her  daughter  left  this  life  for  the 
great  Unknown. 

A  young  woman,  weary  with  her  burden  of  fear 
and  unrest,  appealed  to  the  mission  people  of  Ying 
K’ou  to  come  and  pray  for  her.  They  found  her  so 
forlorn  and  fearful  that  she  had  not  been  able  to 
sleep  well  for  seven  or  eight  months,  and  it  was  told 
by  others  that  she  had  ‘hsieh  ping’  which  some  inter¬ 
pret  to  be  a  kind  of  demon  possession.  They  knew 
nothing  better  to  prescribe  for  her  case  than  to  repent, 
believe  in  Christ,  and  let  Him  put  the  enemy  to  flight. 
God  heard  and  answered  prayer,  and  Mrs.  Yang  was 
delivered  from  her  fear  and  sickness  through  faith  in 
Jesus’  Name,  others  of  her  family  bearing  witness 
to  her  deliverance.  Now  they  have  opened  their  home 
for  meeting  each  week.  The  following  Sunday  morn¬ 
ing  found  Mrs.  Yang  among  the  Christian  women 
in  spite  of  the  fact  that  she  had  buried  her  baby  early 
that  morning.  She  continues  to  come,  and  it  is  a 
joy  to  see  her  smiling  face.  She  has  also  persuaded 
her  husband  to  come  to  church.  Please  pray  for  his 
salvation.  Thus  the  work  is  progressing  under  faith- 
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ful  native  ministry,  regular  weekly  meetings  being 
held  out  in  homes  as  well  as  at  the  mission  station. 

The  Light  Shining  in  North  Manchoukuo 

“The  true  light  now  shineth.”  1  John  2 :8.  Praise 
God  for  causing  His  light  to  shine  in  this  distant  re¬ 
gion  of  the  world.  We  are  glad  to  state  that  the 
people  of  North  Manchuria  are  open  to  the  gospel 
message  and  seemingly  more  receptive  to  the  gospel 
of  a  Spirit-filled  life.  It  has  been  very  fortunate 
that  Pentecost  in  North  Manchuria  has  been  embraced 
by  men  of  means,  and  the  Harbin  Assembly  has  thus 
become  a  dispensary  of  spiritual  and  financial  help 
both  to  the  other  assemblies  and  to  many  who  are 
studying  for  the  ministry.  A  very  blessed  work 
among  the  women  has  been  established,  and  four  na¬ 
tive  Spirit-filled  sisters  are  now  giving  all  their  time 
together  with  the  missionary  lady  in  holding  classes 
and  home  meetings  among  the  women. 

During  the  past  three  years  of  activity  in  the 
North  Manchurian  section  of  the  field,  132  have  re¬ 
ceived  water  baptism,  and  it  is  estimated  that  about 
46  have  come  through  to  the  Baptism  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  according  to  Acts  2 :4.  Harbin,  being  the 
largest  city  in  North  Manchuria  and  centrally  located 
by  the  river,  is  well  adapted  for  a  training  base  for 
Christian  workers  who  in  turn  may  carry  the  light 
of  the  gospel  to  the  uttermost  parts  of  the  land. 
Please  'make  this  a  subject  of  prayer.  At  the  rate 
the  Chinese-speaking  people  are  immigrating  into 
North  Manchuria  this  part  of  the  country  will  soon  be 
well  populated.  Having  a  stable  government,  the 
bandits  will  eventually  be  converted  or  exterminated, 
thus  making  it  possible  for  peace-loving  people  to 
occupy  this  agricultural  and  wooded  district. 

By  the  help  of  God  we  are  aiming  to  establish 
indigenous  churches ;  each  local  assembly  must  learn 
to  work  out  its  own  problems  the  best  way  possible 
and  shoulder  to  the  extent  of  its  ability  a  goodly  share 
of  the  burden.  By  following  these  principles  it  is 
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hoped  to  see  the  out-of-town  work  consistently  de¬ 
velop  and  prosper. 

Testimonies  of  Deliverance  in  Connection 
with  the  Harbin  Work 
It  is  quite  common  for  women  to  smoke  pipes 
and  cigarettes.  Starting  at  the  age  of  six  or  seven 
they  continue  on  until  old  age  unless  God  transforms 
their  lives.  There  are  several  cases  among  those 
who  attend  our  meetings  who  have  been  wonderfully 
saved  and  filled  with  the  Spirit.  God  has  given 
them  strength  to  put  away  all  these  things  and  come 
out  and  out  for  Jesus. 


Bible  women  zvho  are  helping  to  spread  the  good 
news  of  the  gospel  in  Harbin 

Mother  Wang’s  Testimony 
There  were  six  members  in  the  family.  The  fa¬ 
ther  was  dead,  hence  Mother  Wang  had  become  the 
head  of  the  home.  Her  lot  was  a  very  pathetic  one 
indeed,  for  in  two  years’  time  she  lost  four  grown 
members  of  her  family,  two  young  men  and  two 
young  women.  Thus  she  was  robbed  of  those  whom 
she  loved  and  on  whom  she  depended  for  support  and 
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keeping  in  old  age.  It  was  more  than  this  poor  old 
woman  could  bear,  and  she  cried  until  she  actually 
became  blind  in  both  eyes.  Life  to  her  now  seemed 
so  gloomy  and  useless  that  she  tried  to  end  it  all  by 
jumping  in  the  river,  but  time  and  again  she  was  pre¬ 
vented  by  clothes  washers  who  lined  the  shore.  For 
one  whole  year  during  this  time  of  crushing  sorrow 
she  left  her  only  girl  at  home  to  attend  the  house¬ 
work  while  she  went  begging.  Mrs.  Wang’s  home 
was  near  the  Mission,  and  one  day  she  came  in  to 
listen  to  the  gospel.  Later  she  attended  more  often, 
and  finally  became  convinced  of  the  truth,  believing 
in  Jesus  as  the  Son  of  God  and  her  Saviour.  Then 
she  received  water  baptism  and  some  time  after  was 
filled  with  the  Holy  Spirit.  The  Comforter  is  now 
making  Jesus  a  living  reality  to  dear  old  Mother 
Wang’s  soul,  causing  her  to  be  content,  forgetting  the 
awful  sorrows  of  her  former  days.  She  enjoys  her 
salvation  and  has  won  her  daughter  for  the  Lord, 
who  in  turn  has  led  a  lady  friend  to  the  Lord.  Since 
learning  to  know  Christ,  our  dear  old  sister’s  eye¬ 
sight  as  well  as  hearing  has  been  greatly  improved. 

Chang  Chieh  Min  Before  and  After 

She  came  to  us  last  fall  (1936)  because  her 
younger  sister  was  here  training  for  service  as  a 
Bible  woman.  Chang  Chieh  Min  had  been  smoking 
a  pipe  and  cigarettes  for  over  twenty  years.  For  ten 
years  she  had  smoked  opium,  at  times  using  as  much 
as  Yen  1.50  per  day.  Before  coming  to  us  she  had  tried 
earnestly  to  cure  herself  of  this  terrible  opium  habit, 
and  had  been  successful  in  bringing  down  the  amount 
of  daily  consumption  to  about  sen  .40. 

Having  heard  the  Word  of  God  for  a  time,  she 
came  to  believe,  and  soon  after  received  the  blessed 
Comforter,  for  we  all  heard  her  speak  in  another 
tongue.  Mrs.  Wingard  felt  led  to  invite  her  to  come 
here  and  join  us  in  the  soul-saving  business.  She 
counted  the  cost  and  came,  and  is  now  actively  en- 
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gaged  in  the  work  of  gaining  some  of  her  sin-bound 
sisters  for  a  much  sweeter  life  in  fellowship  with  the 
Lord  Jesus.  Since  then  her  eleven-year-old  daughter 
has  been  saved  and  filled  with  God ;  she  has  also  been 
delivered  from  a  bad  disposition. 

Healing  Rays  in  Connection  with  the  Mukden  Work 

The  secret  of  any  success  that  we  might  have  had 
in  missionary  endeavors  may  be  laid  to  the  healing 
power  of  God.  We  have  ever  so  many  cases  of  def¬ 
inite  healings  and  deliverance  from  dope  which  we  are 
not  able  to  mention  here.  Some  of  these  are  standing 
today,  but  others,  sorry  to  say,  are  not  standing.  The 
Chinese  architect  for  the  construction  of  our  Mukden 
Tabernacle,  who  is  now  a  member  of  our  assembly,  and 
had  been  smoking  opium  for  a  number  of  years.  He 
came  in  touch  with  our  work  through  his  wife,  who 
had  attended  women’s  meetings.  Mr.  Hsu  accepted 
the  Word  of  God  and  received  a  mighty  deliverance, 
both  from  the  opium  habit  and  from  his  sins.  He 
has  stood  true  now  for  six  years,  and  we  have  found 
him  to  be  an  upright  and  honest  man,  dependable  in 
word  and  deed. 

The  Miraculous  Healing  of  Mrs.  Yin 

Mrs.  Yin  had  had  a  quarrel  with  her  husband  and 
had  taken  poison  to  end  her  life,  but  instead  of  ac¬ 
complishing  this  purpose  she  was  left  a  helpless  crip¬ 
ple  with  both  arms  and  legs  paralyzed.  She  was 
taken  to  the  hospital,  and  though  under  the  care  of 
physicians  for  more  than  thirty  days,  she  remained  in 
the  same  condition  having  made  no  improvement.  In 
this  condition  her  husband  brought  her  into  the  city 
to  spend  a  few  days  with  her  mother.  Upon  arrival 
she  found  that  both  her  mother  and  brother  had  been 
attending  services  at  the  mission  hall,  and  believing 
in  the  gospel,  they  had  been  saved.  Inasmuch  as 
Mrs.  Yin  was  at  that  time  suffering  in  body,  they 
exhorted  her  to  turn  to  the  Saviour  and  yield  her  life 
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to  Him.  They  said  they  would  pray  for  her  accord¬ 
ing  to  God’s  Word,  and  they  believed  Jesus  would 
touch  her.  Mrs.  Yin  consented ;  her  brother  laid 
hands  on  her,  and  uniting  in  prayer  he  and  the  mother 
lifted  their  hearts  and  voices  to  heaven.  The  Great 
Physician  heard  and  answered  that  simple,  earnest 
prayer  of  faith ;  her  suffering  ceased  at  once,  and 
through  this  healing  she  turned  to  believe  in  the 
TRUE  God  who  had  given  unto  her  this  wonderful 


Chang  Chieh  Min,  an  earnest  seeker 
of  souls,  with  her  little  daughter 
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deliverance.  In  a  few  days’  time  she  was  able  to  use 
her  hands  quite  normally  and  stand  on  her  feet. 

She  then  returned  home  to  her  husband  but  with 
fear  and  trembling,  for  she  knew  he  was  an  un¬ 
believer  and  that  the  house  was  filled  with  idols.  Upon 
arrival  home  she  found  the  dear  Master  had  been 
working  at  both  ends  and  that  her  husband  had  been 
secretly  attending  meetings  at  one  of  the  mission  halls. 
When  he  saw  what  God  had  done  for  her,  he  gladly 
turned  to  the  Lord.  At  once  they  had  a  good  house¬ 
cleaning,  destroying  all  the  idols,  whereupon  the  joy 
of  the  Lord  entered  that  home.  One  day  a  group  of 
the  mission  people  went  to  their  home  which  is  sit¬ 
uated  a  mile  or  more  beyond  the  last  of  the  city 
dwellings;  it  is  just  a  mud  house  with  straw  roof, 
which  with  a  number  of  others,  makes  up  a  small 
village.  We  wish  you  could  have  seen  the  neigh¬ 
bors  as  they  came  crowding  in  to  hear  about  this  God 
who  had  performed  such  a  miracle.  They  filled  the 
room  till  there  was  scarcely  space  to  stand ;  they 
crowded  into  the  doorway;  some  were  on  their  knees 
outside  trying  to  look  in  through  the  low  window. 
And  many  others  filled  the  yard,  craning  their  necks 
to  see  and  straining  their  ears  to  hear.  Christ  was 
preached,  and  afterwards  they  said  they  had  never 
heard  anything  of  the  gospel  and  confessed  they  knew 
their  gods  were  false  but  that  they  must  have  some¬ 
thing  to  worship. 

From  that  day  Mrs.  Yin  started  to  walk.  The 
following  month  the  family  came  in  to  services  at  the 
main  mission  hall,  where  she  testified  of  being  able 
now  to  do  the  cooking  and  other  work  for  the  family. 
Soon  after,  she  was  able  to  walk  from  her  home  to 
our  nearest  outstation  which  is  one  English  mile  from 
her  home. 

Before  Mrs.  Kuo  was  saved,  her  mother-in-law, 
a  Christian  for  years,  used  to  request  prayer  at  the 
mission  for  this  daughter-in-law  that  she  might  be 
delivered  from  her  desperate  condition.  She  was 
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bound  by  the  awful  dope  habit.  When  the  workers 
were  asked  to  call  on  her,  they  found  she  had  tried 
to  break  away  from  this  habit  but  had  suffered  agony 
for  two  days.  She  beat  her  arms  upon  the  stone  kang 
until  they  were  bruised,  and  she  writhed  in  agony. 
At  last  her  husband  took  the  opium  pipe  and  blew 
smoke  down  her  throat  to  revive  her. 

The  workers  exhorted  her  to  turn  to  Christ  and 
seek  His  power  and  strength  to  overcome  the  dope 
demon.  They  assured  her  that  should  she  die  in  the 
attempt,  her  soul  would  surely  be  saved.  She  finally 
broke  down,  and  weeping  she  consented  to  put  her 
trust  in  the  Saviour  of  whom  they  had  told  her.  After 
reading  the  Word  to  her,  singing,  and  praying,  they 
left  for  that  day.  They  instructed  the  mother-in-law 
to  pray  with  this  little  mother  every  time  this  dope 
craving  seized  her.  All  night  long  that  first  night 
they  sang  and  prayed  to  defeat  the  power  of  the  devil. 
Each  day  the  workers  visited  her  at  about  the  hour 
she  had  been  in  the  habit  of  smoking  the  opium  until 
she  was  completely  delivered. 

Just  two  weeks  from  the  day  of  their  first  visit 
to  her  home  Mrs.  Kuo  stood  in  the  congregation, 
testifying  to  the  never-failing  power  of  Christ.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  next  few  weeks  her  testimony  was  the  means 
of  two  more  turning  to  the  Lord  and  obtaining  deliv¬ 
erance  from  both  opium-smoking  and  the  morphine 
needle.  Sad  to  say,  over  a  year  later  she  became 
confined  to  the  kang  with  tuberculosis  which  she  had 
from  childhood.  The  workers  went  often  to  her 
home  to  pray  and  encourage  her  in  the  Lord,  but  it 
was  easy  to  be  seen  that  she  was  going  down  fast. 
Soon  in  her  weakness  the  enemy  of  her  soul  tried  to 
pull  her  back  to  her  old  sin.  Someone  brought  her 
the  pipe  again,  but  it  was  found  under  her  bedding 
before  she  yielded  to  the  temptation.  One  day  she 
called  the  mission  people  and  confessed  some  sins  she 
had  not  been  able  to  confess  before.  She  also  asked 
them  to  help  her  to  make  restitution ;  this  done,  she 
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said  she  felt  ready  for  the  Lord’s  will  to  be  wrought 
out  in  her  life  and  that  she  was  ready  to  be  taken 
home  to  be  with  her  Lord.  Three  days  later  she 
died.  The  evening  previous  she  had  called  her  three 
children  and  husband  to  her  and  exhorted  them  the 
best  she  could.  She  told  her  mother-in-law  that  the 
world  was  empty;  she  could  see  nothing  in  it  but  a 
great  light  which  filled  the  place  and  seemed  to  en¬ 
velope  her.  She  then  closed  her  eyes,  and  her  lips 
moved  in  prayer  as  she  quietly  and  peacefully  slipped 
away. 

A  Witch  '  Doctor  Saved 

Ho  Fu  Shih,  a  forty-six-year-old  woman,  was  a 
witch  doctor.  Possessed  by  evil  spirits  she  professed 
power  to  heal  sickness,  by  which  practice  she  earned 
money.  On  the  first  and  fifteenth  day  of  each  month 
she  entered  into  a  trance,  a  most  unrestful  state  of 
being  at  which  time  there  came  from  her  mouth  words 
of  witchcraft.  For  ten  years  she  suffered  under  this 
evil  element  until  December,  1936,  when  she  came  to 
the  mission  and  heard  the  gospel.  She  accepted  the 
Lord  Jesus,  took  down  her  idols  and  shrines  in  the 
home,  and  received  deliverance  from  the  evil  spirits 
and  true  peace  and  happiness  in  her  soul.  Ho  Fu 
Shih’s  whole  family  has  now  turned  to  the  Lord. 

Yang  Fu  T’ien 

Yang  Fu  T’ien,  weak  in  body  and  without  work, 
lived  a  most  miserable  life  of  sorrow  and  depression. 
One  day  he  decided  to  overcome  his  dejection  by  en¬ 
tering  an  opium  den  where  he  hoped  to  obtain  joy  and 
happiness.  Here  he  found  his  bitterness  only  in¬ 
creased.  It  was  one  day  when  he  passed  by  the  mis¬ 
sion  hall  that  he  decided  to  listen  to  the  Gospel  story. 
Here  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  convicted  him  of  his  sins 
and  made  him  willing  to  surrender  his  life  to  God, 
which  he  did.  This  man  received  complete  deliverance 
from  all  his  habits  and  is  now  enjoying  the  true 
happiness  of  life  found  in  Christ  alone. 
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A  Very  Peculiar  Incident 
In  October,  1936,  Mrs.  Liu  Tung  heard  the  gos¬ 
pel  for  the  first  time  and  the  good  news  that  Jesus 
is  the  Saviour.  For  ten  years  she  had  been  in  the 
clutches  of  the  enemy.  She  suffered  continually  from 
a  severe  pain  in  her  head.  On  the  first  and  fifteenth 
of  each  month  her  condition  seemed  so  much  worse, 
mainly  because  of  the  strain  of  special  idol  worshiping 
at  those  two  times  in  the  month.  The  doctor  was  not 
able  to  give  her  any  medicine  that  could  relieve  her 
pain  but  rather  gave  her  up  to  die.  Upon  accepting 
the  gospel  and  being  prayed  for  she  was  completely 
delivered  from  her  chronic  sickness  and  demon  op¬ 
pression.  When  she  brought  the  news  of  salvation  to 
her  home,  her  husband  would  not  believe.  As  he 
persisted  to  continue  on  in  his  sinful  life,  the  devil 
entered  his  body  in  the  same  form  of  sickness  and 
oppression  that  his  wife  had  been  delivered  from. 
This  caused  him  to  call  for  the  mission  people  to 
come  and  pray  for  his  deliverance  which  they  also 
did.  All  the  idols  in  the  home  were  taken  down,  and 
a  clear  sweep  was  made  of  everything  that  was  felt 
would  be  a  hindrance  to  the  working  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  in  their  home.  After  holding  on  in  prayer,  the 
man  was  completely  delivered.  Both  he  and  his  wife 
are  now  happy  in  the  Lord,  and  will  be  ready  to  take 
Christian  baptism  at  the  end  of  this  month.  A  close 
relative  of  this  family  was  demon-possessed,  and  at 
times  had  spells  of  convulsions.  A  worker  was  called 
to  pray  for  her,  and  to  the  glory  of  God  and  amaze¬ 
ment  of  many,  this  poor  soul  received  immediate  de¬ 
liverance  and  is  proving  to  be  a  true  case  of  healing. 

The  Salvation  of  a  Brothel  Keeper’s  Family 
In  heathen  darkness,  having  no  hope  and  without 
God  in  the  world,  was  the  Chou  family,  whom  we  wish 
to  mention  for  the  glory  of  God.  Having  no  work 
or  income,  the  three  children,  being  girls,  led  a  life 
of  sin.  The  eldest  was  an  actress.  The  second  one, 
Mary,  was  sold  into  a  life  of  sin  at  the  age  of  eleven 
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years.  The  parents  carried  on  a  home  of  ill-fame 
for  seven  years,  and  gradually  one  sin  after  another 
was  added  to  their  record  until  they  were  in  the  hand 
of  the  enemy  of  their  souls.  Opium,  morphine,  and 
heroin  were  their  daily  portion,  and  one  can  readily 
imagine  the  depths  of  sin  to  which  they  had  sunk. 
This  was  the  condition  which  the  family  was  in  when 
the  gospel  found  them.  Looking  at  it  in  the  natural 
their  salvation  seemed  hopeless,  but  there  is  nothing 
impossible  with  God. 

Later  on  Mr.  Chou  was  urged  to  give  up  his 
business,  and  the  family  moved  to  another  city. 
In  the  meantime  more  children  had  been  added  to 
their  home,  in  all  there  being  four  girls  and  five  boys. 
Many  years  passed ;  the  eldest  of  the  boys  was  about 
twenty  years  old  when  through  overwork  in  school  he 
took  sick.  Nothing  the  doctors  could  do  helped  him, 
and  finally  he  passed  into  the  great  beyond  without 


The  Chou  family — lifted  by  the  grace  of  God  from 
the  depths  of  degradation  to  new  life  in  Christ 
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hope.  The  parents  were  grief-stricken  over  the  loss 
of  their  son  who  was  so  promising  and  upon  whom 
they  had  built  great  hope. 

It  was  at  this  time  that  the  two  younger  sons  had 
discovered  the  mission  hall  at  the  Mukden  Little  East 
Suburb  and  urged  their  father  to  attend  the  meetings. 
After  much  persuasion  he  consented  to  go,  and  the 
power  of  the  gospel  began  to  work  in  his  life.  Through 
the  singing  of  a  chorus  in  the  home  the  mother’s  heart 
was  touched,  and  she  also  began  to  attend  the  meet¬ 
ings.  As  they  listened  to  the  truth,  it  gripped  their 
hearts.  It  meant  much,  for  there  was  much  to  give 
up  of  the  old  life;  especially  difficult  was  the  bondage 
of  the  drug  habit,  he  having  been  a  light  smoker  for 
thirty  years,  and  she  being  a  real  slave  to  the  dope 
for  twelve  years.  Together  they  prayed ;  he  was  de¬ 
livered  first,  but  it  was  some  months  before  she  was 
really  set  free.  He  was  loath  to  leave  her  alone,  lest 
when  tempted  she  might  yield,  if  no  one  was  there 
to  watch  and  pray  with  her  until  victory  came. 

Thus  the  home  which  had  formerly  been  a  den 
of  iniquity  was  changed  into  a  home  of  peace.  A  fam¬ 
ily  altar  was  erected,  and  there  prayer  ascended  for 
the  unsaved  members  of  the  family.  The  story  of 
Mary’s  conversion  is  also  interesting,  but  we  will  re¬ 
serve  that  for  another  paragraph. 

The  youngest  son  has  never  been  strong  phy¬ 
sically,  and  several  times  God  has  healed  him.  His 
most  recent  sickness  was  a  terrible  abscess  which 
formed  on  his  back.  It  grew  larger  in  size  than  a 
grown  person’s  two  fists  put  together.  The  doctors 
called  it  a  tumorous  cancer,  and  in  the  natural  the 
case  really  looked  hopeless.  It  continued  to  grow, 
so  they  decided  that  on  a  certain  day  they  would  take 
him  to  the  hospital  to  have  it  lanced  or  removed,  but 
praise  be  to  our  God,  the  day  before  they  were  to  go 
this  terrible  gathering  broke  and  drained.  We  could 
hardly  believe  our  eyes  when  we  saw  the  change,  one 
side  as  smooth  as  the  other  and  no  trace  of  anything 

43 


except  a  small  opening  left  for  the  drainage.  To  God 
be  the  glory ! 

The  Marvelous  Deliverance  of  Mary  Chou  Wang 

Mary  Chou  Wang  started  out  in  a  life  of  sin  at 
the  age  of  eleven  years,  being  sold  into  a  brothel.  Af¬ 
ter  a  few  years  through  gain  which  she  had  received, 
she  was  able  to  buy  herself  out  of  the  place  into  which 
she  had  been  sold,  but  continued  on  in  her  life  of  sin 
in  her  father’s  place.  Later  Mary  moved  to  Mukden. 
At  the  age  of  sixteen  she  started  to  smoke  opium, 
and  at  twenty-one  she  used  heroin,  at  which  time  she 
became  a  servant  in  a  heroin  den.  At  the  time  of 
her  parents’  conversion  she  was  not  at  home.  It  was 
nearly  two  years  later  when  she  decided  to  give  up 
the  old  life  and  go  home  to  her  parents.  Not  many 
days  after,  conviction  gripped  Mary.  She  could  not 
eat  and  thought  she  was  sick.  They  asked  the  mis¬ 
sion  people  to  come  and  pray  for  her.  Yet  she  con¬ 
tinued  on  in  the  misery  of  her  sins  until  she  prayed 
for  herself  the  penitent  prayer.  Still  Mary  could  not 
eat;  then  vomiting  set  in,  which  was  God’s  way  of 
cleansing  her  system  from  the  poison  of  drugs  she  had 
used  for  years — a  miracle  to  all  who  knew  her.  At 
the  same  time  she  found  no  satisfaction  in  smoking 
cigarettes,  so  threw  them  away.  Not  only  was  she 
set  free  from  this  awful  bondage  of  sin,  but  God  also 
touched  her  body  and  healed  her  of  injuries  received 
when  a  child. 

Mary’s  joy  knew  no  bounds;  her  countenance  is 
so  changed,  and  her  life  has  been  so  transformed  that 
one  would  scarcely  recognize  her  as  the  same  person 
of  months  ago.  She  has  gained  in  weight  and  has  a 
healthy  appearance,  such  a  contrast  to  the  old  life. 
For  a  time  Mary  was  severely  tested  by  a  younger 
sister  who  persecuted  her  by  blowing  cigarette  smoke 
into  her  face.  At  one  time  her  sister  threw  a  cig¬ 
arette  stub  on  her  clothes  which  she  did  not  see 
until  it  had  burned  a  big  hole  in  her  good  garment. 
Instead  of  returning  evil  for  evil  which  the  natural 
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heart  would  do,  Mary  started  to  pray  for  her  sister; 
tears  streamed  down  her  face  as  she  pleaded.  As  yet 
these  two  sisters  have  not  yielded  their  lives  but 
prayer  is  going  up  in  their  behalf,  and  God  is  able 
to  finish  the  work  which  He  has  begun  in  that  home. 

We  had  the  pleasure  recently  of  seeing  Mary 
united  in  marriage  to  a  Christian  man  who  also  has 
been  saved  from  a  life  of  sin.  This  man,  Mr.  Wang, 
is  an  ex-convict  who  spent  five  or  six  years  in  prison 
and  would  probably  be  there  yet  if  it  had  not  been 
for  the  Manchurian  Incident  at  which  time  prisoners 
were  set  free.  Mr.  Wang  came  in  touch  with  our 
work  in  a  tent  campaign  held  in  the  Little  East 


The  wedding  picture  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wang 

Suburb.  Up  until  January  1st,  1937,  he  made  his 
living  by  operating  a  small  business  in  the  city.  At 
that  time  he  was  taken  on  by  the  American  Bible  So¬ 
ciety  as  a  colporteur  under  the  supervision  of  the 
Mukden  Assembly.  He  has  proven  to  be  an  excellent 
man  for  this  work;  and,  besides  doing  a  great  deal 


of  preaching,  he  disposes  of  an  average  of  more  than 
3,000  Scripture  portions  per  month. 

About  a  year  ago  Mr.  Chou’s  brother  joined  the 
family.  He,  too,  came  under  the  influence  of  the  gos¬ 
pel  and  was  saved;  he  has  also  received  Christian  bap¬ 
tism.  Mr.  Chou,  the  father  of  the  family,  has 
received  the  Baptism  of  the  Holy  Spirit  and  is  giving 
all  his  time  to  voluntary  colportage  work  and  preach¬ 
ing  on  the  street. 


Helping  to  spread  the  gospel  in  Manchuria.  A  group  of 
Mukden  workers  with  their  musical  instruments 


A  Summary  Testimony 
In  opening  work  in  Manchuria  we  came,  as  it 
were,  empty  handed.  The  forty  native  evangelists, 
Bible  women,  and  helpers  now  busy  in  the  work  of 
the  Lord  in  this  land  are  with  a  few  exceptions  from 
among  the  converts  of  our  labors  after  arriving  here. 
Some  of  these  workers  have  been  saved  from  lives  of 
deepest  sin.  One  of  the  men  thus  saved  is  Mr.  Meng 
Chih  Pin,  who  was  among  our  first  converts  here 
in  Mukden.  He  was  wasting  his  life  in  the  lowest 
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Wedding  picture  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Meng — two  of  the  first  converts  in 
Mukden,  nozv  helping  with  the  work 
in  Chef oo.  North  China. 
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district  of  this  city.  His  body  was  very  frail,  as 
he  had  a  crippled  arm  and  a  leaking  heart.  When  he 
first  attended  meeting,  he  seemed  greatly  disfigured. 
But  God  began  to  work  in  his  life,  saving  his  soul 
and  healing  his  body.  After  spending  a  few  months 
as  a  voluntary  colporteur,  he  was  sent  to  the  Pente¬ 
costal  Bible  school,  not  because  we  saw  any  special 
material  in  him,  but  more  to  give  him  a  chance  in 
life,  as  we  realized  he  had  never  had  one.  While  he 
had  very  little  knowledge  when  he  entered  school,  he 
became  an  excellent  student  and  graduated  from  the 
Pentecostal  Bible  school  with  good  marks.  Later  he 
entered  the  Baptist  seminary  where  he  spent  one  year 
in  further  study  of  the  Word  of  God.  His  natural 
ability  along  many  lines  is  limited,  but  he  is  a  man 
of  prayer,  and  with  heart  in  the  work  he  has  thus 
become  a  soul-winner.  He  was  married  this  past  May 
to  a  Miss  Huang,  who  is  also  one  of  our  first  converts 
in  Mukden  and  has  been  a  Bible  woman  in  Tientsin 
for  sometime.  The  two  of  them  are  now  the  native 
workers  of  Brother  and  Sister  Johansen  in  Chefoo, 
and  are  giving  all  their  time  in  the  work  of  the  Lord. 
There  is  a  story  in  connection  with  each  of  these 
workers,  but  we  cannot  take  space  here  to  relate  it. 

We  could  also  say  that  while  we  have  been  re¬ 
porting  some  definite  cases  of  healing  and  deliverance 
from  sin,  there  are  nearly  three  hundred  who  have 
received  water  baptism  in  connection  with  the  Mukden 
work.  A  very  appreciative  number  have  also  received 
the  Baptism  of  the  Holy  Spirit  according  to  Acts  2  :4. 
The  oldest  and  best  established  Christians  have  now 
left  this  part  of  the  country.  They  have  gone  into 
many  provinces  of  China  and  to  other  districts  of 
Manchuria,  and  the  message  of  the  full  gospel  has 
gone  with  them  even  as  the  Word  of  God  was  spread 
from  Jerusalem,  throughout,  Judea  and  Samaria,  and 
unto  the  uttermost  parts  of  the  world.  We  feel  sorry 
when  the  old  established  Christians  go  out  from  us 
and  we  are  left  again  with  raw  material,  but  after 
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all,  this  seems  to  be  God’s  way,  and  we  can  only  say 
“Amen”  to  His  will. 

A  Temple  Gathering 

Chinchou  is  an  ancient  city  with  high  walls  and 
city  gateways  which  are  crumbling  now,  typifying 
the  walls  of  age-long  superstition  that  are  crumbling 
away  from  the  heart  of  the  Manchu,  bringing  him 
to  realize  his  need  of  the  knowledge  of  a  better  hope 
of  salvation.  During  a  recent  missionary  trip  to  this 
outstation,  the  people  impressed  us  with  their  awaken¬ 
ing  by  their  splendid  nightly  attendance  at  the  “Sound 
of  Blessing  Hall.”  Some  have  already  proven  sin¬ 
cere  repentance  by  bringing  their  relatives  an^l  friends 
to  the  meetings  where  they  might  also  become  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  Lord.  It  is  truly  a  joy  to  min¬ 
ister  the  Word  of  Life  to  such  eager  people. 

This  spring  people  came  for  miles  around  to  at¬ 
tend  a  large  temple  meeting.  Some  came  in  horse 
carts,  some  riding  donkeys,  while  others  trekked  over 
the  beautiful  countryside,  but  all  no  doubt  having 
eager  minds,  filled  with  what  they  were  going  to  see, 
do,  ’and  gain  by  their  journey.  Some  carried  their 
little  tents  and  merchandise  with  the  hope  of  earning 
quite  a  sum  from  the  crowd  which  gathers  annually. 
Upon  approaching  the  temple  grounds  one  could  see 
many  booths,  and  throngs  of  people  milling  about. 
Anything  that  a  native  market  might  proffer  can  be 
found  in  these  booths.  Additional  luxuries,  such  as 
paper  flowers  and  many  toys  for  children,  are  sold 
perhaps  as  souvenirs. 

Follow  the  throng  and  one  is  brought  to  the 
temple  where  the  aroma  of  incense  burning  incessantly 
fills  the  air.  Next  one  notices  the  hideous  figures  of 
clay  and  stone  which  represent  their  conception  of  a 
supreme  being.  These,  no  doubt  by  their  scowling 
faces,  invoke  worship  from  the  poor  heathen  who  are 
brought  under  a  spell  of  fear  rather  than  reverence. 

The  missionary  is  always  glad  to  avail  himself 
of  this  splendid  opportunity  to  reach  the  masses. 
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worship  and  satisfy  their  heart-longings  in  the  place  of  these  dumb  idols ? 


Equipped  with  Gospels,  a  hymn  hook,  and  a  drum,  a 
little  evangelistic  party  might  be  seen  wending  its  way 
through  the  crowd  to  a  suitable  place  where  an  open- 
air  meeting  might  be  held.  The  beating  of  the  drum 
calls  some  of  the  people  to  leave  the  temple-bound 
throng  and  gather  around  to  hear,  some  perchance 
for  the  first  time,  the  words  of  eternal  life.  After 
a  good  crowd  has  gathered,  the  Gospel  sellers  move 
in  and  out  among  the  people  calling  out  such  phrases 
as  these,  “Who  wants  to  buy  the  doctrine  of  the 
Kingdom  of  heaven?”  or  “If  you  want  true  blessing, 
buy  these  books  and  believe  what  is  written  therein,” 
or  perhaps  “Eat  a  little  less  food,  and  you  can  afford 
to  buy  one  of  these  books  that  contain  food  for  your 
soul.”  Their  success  in  selling  Gospel  portions  en¬ 
courages  them  to  believe  that  God’s  preached  Word  is 
indeed  like  a  hammer  that  breaketh  the  rock  in  pieces, 
and  that  many  homes  will  be  newly  lighted  with  the 
true  Light  from  heaven  which  reveals  the  way  to 
life  everlasting. 

First  Manchurian  Assemblies  of  God  Annual 
Conference 

The  first  annual  Conference  of  the  Manchurian 
Assemblies  of  God  convened  at  the  Mukden  Tab¬ 
ernacle  on  June  27,  1937,  with  all  our  Manchurian 
missionaries  present  as  well  as  twenty  native  workers. 
This  conference  is  in  progress  at  the  time  of  writ¬ 
ing,  three  services  being  held  daily.  Brother  W.  W. 
Simpson  of  Peiping  is  ministering  the  Word  of  God 
to  us  in  the  noon  and  evening  services.  We  have 
thus  far  seen  one  soul  through  to  the  Baptism  of  the 
Eloly  Spirit.  A  deep  work  of  renewing  in  the  hearts 
of  the  saints,  and  restoring  some  from  a  backslidden 
condition  seems  to  be  the  main  work  of  the  Word 
and  the  Spirit,  for  which  we  are  very  thankful.  A 
business  session  both  among  the  missionaries  and  the 
native  ministry  has  come  to  a  close.  We  are  con¬ 
vinced  that  it  is  God’s  will  to  take  the  natives  with 
us  in  business  sessions,  and  we  must  admit  that  this 
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meeting  has  taught  us  a  great  lesson.  We  mission¬ 
aries  see  things  from  a  foreign  standpoint,  but  the 
native  workers  while  appreciating  our  viewpoints  can¬ 
not  help  but  see  many  things  from  a  native  stand¬ 
point.  Here  comes  the  great  work  of  blending,  and 
with  the  love  of  God  in  our  hearts  and  the  progress 
of  His  work  before  us  as  our  main  aim,  along  this 
line  we  can  see  sound  progress.  The  natives  grace¬ 
fully  chose  their  own  general  secretary  for  the  whole 
Manchurian  work,  who  will  not  only  have  the  general 
secretarial  work  and  dealing  with  authorities,  but 
also  the  arranging  of  printing  matters,  so  much  needed 
in  a  country  like  this  where  we  find  ourselves  some¬ 
what  isolated  from  mission  work  in  other  countries 
that  use  the  same  language.  Other  matters  of  im¬ 
portance  were  also  arranged  for,  and  we  feel  thankful 
for  the  first  annual  meeting  which  speaks  well  for 
future  activities  should  the  Lord  tarry. 

In  closing  this  brief  synopsis,  we  wish  to  request 
prayer  for  this  vast  field  of  Manchuria.  “The  harvest 
truly  is  plenteous,  but  the  labourers  are  few ;  pray 
ye  therefore  the  Lord  of  the  harvest,  that  he  will 
send  forth  labourers  into  his  harvest.”  As  Paul  re¬ 
ceived  the  Macedonian  call,  so  does  the  message  of 
Manchuria  call  unto  you,  “COME  OVER  AND 
HELP  US!” 

A  Recent  Visitor’s  Impression  of  Manchuria 

“Manchuria,”  not  the  land  of  regret,  but  of 
abundant  promise,  a  progressive  people  in  commerce, 
an  “el-dorado”  for  the  man  of  vision ;  unlimited  re¬ 
sources  to  be  tapped,  lives  no  doubt  to  be  sacrificed 
for  its  ultimate  conquest,  an  apocalypse  of  the  divine, 
a  people  that  must  be  won  for  Christ. 

This  is  what  the  writer  saw  when  he  went  to 
feel  the  spiritual  pulse  of  the  throbbing  multitudes 
there  who  are  without  Christ,  and  therefore  without 
hope.  One  found  the  material  thermometer  always 
rising,  but  like  poor  Babylon  of  yore,  the  spiritual 
thermometer  far  below  zero.  Prosperity  has  been  a 
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curse  to  multitudes  of  individuals,  also  the  death 
knell  of  nations  who  have  put  the  cart  before  the 
horse,  that  is,  exalted  the  “Golden  Calf”  and  dis¬ 
carded  the  “Lamb  of  God.”  Give  old  Rome  a  second 
chance ;  give  Greece  a  second  chance ;  give  Babylon 
with  all  its  former  pomp  and  glory  a  second  chance, 
and  one  feels  bold  to  say  that  the  “Golden  Calf”  would 
not  take  first  place,  but  it  would  be  the  Sword  of  the 
Lord  and  Jesus.  Jesus,  the  Son  of  Jehovah,  shall  be 
the  slogan  of  our  wee  band  in  Manchuria  for  the  con¬ 
quests  of  myriads  of  lost  souls.  No  quarter,  is  the 
heavenly  war  cry  of  our  midget  band  of  brave  spirit¬ 
ual  soldiers  of  Manchuria  with  its  myriads  of  “Giant 
Despairs.”  Here  was  a  stupendous  challenge  of  Satan 
to  those  who  believe  in  the  inviolability  of  the  Cross  of 
Christ. 

Just  thirty  years  ago  four  determined  young  men 
in  Scotland  sang  before  a  large  congregation  of  Pen¬ 
tecostal  enthusiasts,  “No  retreating,  hell  defeating, 
shoulder  to  shoulder  we  stand ;  God  look  down,  with 
glory  crown  our  conquering  band.”  Three  have  fallen 
in  the  battle,  one  is  writing.  This,  praise  Jesus,  is  the 
battle  cry  of  our  beloved  Christ’s  true  Ambassadors 
in  Manchuria. 

Toot,  toot,  clear  the  deck !  Around  the  deck  goes 
one  of  the  ship  servants  with  a  brass  gong  which 
he  slogs.  The  anchor  is  raised  with  that  monotonous 
grinding  sound,  and  we  are  being  jostled  about  by 
third-class  passengers ;  the  deck  is  packed  with  Chinese 
emigrants  as  a  jumble  sale  is  with  bargain  seekers. 

Early  next  morning  we  reached  Dairen.  On 
Sunday  night  I  visited  two  established  churches ;  one 
congregation  had  no  more  than  four  and  the  other 
about  eighteen.  My  heart’s  yearning  was,  Jesus  ac¬ 
celerate  the  time  when  Pentecost  with  its  living,  life- 
giving  message  shall  begin  the  battle  for  souls  in  that 
great  port  city.  From  Dairen  I  went  upcountry,  and 
the  first  station  visited  was  Ying  K’ou  (Newchuang). 
There  I  found  two  of  our  missionary  sisters  with  the 
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old-time  Pentecostal  vision  and  love  for  souls.  These 
live  wires  had  already  planned  to  leave  for  Chin- 
chou  the  next  day,  so  our  fellowship  was  limited. 
The  very  first  evening  at  this  station  I  was  asked  to 
attend  one  of  their  regular  meetings  at  the  home  of 
one  of  their  members.  The  evangelist  and  I  went. 
We  had  a  splendid  time  in  this  humble  home  and  were 
compensated  because  of  the  hunger  of  these  precious 
souls  for  the  Word  of  God.  Somehow  one  forgets 
one  is  reading  by  candlelight,  also  one  forgets  the 
smells.  Hallelujah!  Where  Jesus  is,  'tis  heaven  there. 
My  few  days’  visit  with  this  group  of  Christians  at 
Ying  K’ou  seemed  profitable,  and  not  only  so,  but 
I  felt  the  blessedness  of  ministering  to  s'nners  as  well 
as  to  saints  and  then  bade  farewell  to  that  old  river 
city  with  its  sobbing  multitude. 

The  conductor  cried  Mukden.  We  had  arrived 
at  a  city  which  had  been  the  capital  of  Manchuria 
for  many  decades.  I  had  to  find  my  own  way  to  the 
mission  station,  not  having  informed  the  brethren  of 
my  intention  to  visit  them.  Here  I  struck  a  veritable 
spiritual  gold  mine  full  of  eager  gold  diggers  who  at 
once  requested  me  to  preach  that  night.  Although  I  had 
been  on  the  train  several  hours,  how  inspiring  to  tell 
the  old,  old  story  to  an  appreciative  people  with  a  live 
soul.  I  had  struck  a  living  beehive,  and  hallelujah, 
there  was  honey  in  the  meeting.  The  atmosphere  was 
surcharged  with  a  beautiful  fragrance,  beautiful  spir¬ 
itual  “morning  glories’’  of  spiritual  truth  which  these 
hungry,  busy  Manchurian  Bees  were  feeding  upon. 

Our  beloved  Superintendent  has  blazed  the  Pen¬ 
tecostal  trail  in  an  exemplary  way.  We  found  lively 
congregations  of  happy,  hungry  souls,  musicians  well 
trained,  preachers  who  had  been  well  nourished  on 
the  living  Word.  These  were  breaking  the  Staff  of 
life  to  many  who  were  hungering  and  thirsting  after 
righteousness.  This  is  a  pioneer  work  which  meets 
the  smile  of  Jesus.  “By  their  fruits  ye  shall  know 
them.”  “Well  done,  good  and  faithful  servant.”  Hal- 
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lelujah!  These  words  from  the  lips  of  Jesus  will  be 
far  better  than  a  crown  of  gold. 

Harbin  was  the  next  place  visited.  Here  were 
the  dear  Wingards,  full  of  love  and  hospitality. 
It  was  a  great  pleasure  to  minister  to  hungry  busi¬ 
ness  men  and  others  at  7 :30  a.  m.,  also  to  nice 
crowds  at  the  night  meetings.  Here,  as  well  as  at 
Mukden,  the  Holy  Spirit’s  presence  was  very  real. 

After  conducting  two  more  services  in  Mukden, 
one  in  the  industrial  center  mission  hall  and  the  Sun¬ 
day  noon  meeting  at  the  Little  East  Suburb  mission, 
where  the  attendance  was  excellent  and  the  Spirit 
moved  upon  hearts,  I  left  this  city  late  Sunday  night 
together  with  two  of  the  Mukden  missionaries,  for 
the  historical  city  of  Port  Arthur,  and  arrived  there 
after  midnight.  Three  days’  meetings  had  been  an¬ 
nounced  with  two  meetings  daily.  It  was  just  at  a 
busy  time  when  people  were  occupied  from  early  morn¬ 
ing  to  late  at  night  with  their  secular  work ;  there¬ 
fore  the  day  meetings  were  not  attended  so  well,  but 
fair  crowds  came  out  in  the  evening.  The  Superin¬ 
tendent  was  kind  enough  to  let  me  speak  in  all  the 
meetings,  he  assisting  only  with  singing  and  praying. 
I  am  glad  to  say  that  we  were  privileged  to  pray  with 
sinners,  and  trust  that  God  will  see  them  through  to 
that  full  deliverance  from  sin  that  can  only  be  ob¬ 
tained  through  Calvary’s  flow. 

Then  on  to  Chefoo  with  our  Superintendent ! 
Here  as  ever  he  was  not  content  unless  he  was  pour¬ 
ing  out  that  borrowed  vitality  he  has  been  living  on 
for  so  long.  Seeking  souls  is  his  meat  and  drink. 
What  more  shall  I  say?  Perhaps  there  is  nothing  bet¬ 
ter  than  to  reiterate  the  commendation  of  a  well- 
known  American  preacher  and  teacher  who  said  to 
me  referring  to  a  fecund  assembly,  “This  is  a  model 
assembly.”  And  so  is  the  General  Council  work  in 
Manchuria  “a  model  work”  worthy  of  commendation. 

May  Moses’  beautiful  beatitudes  of  Numbers 
6:24-26  be  repeated  upon  our  brethren  in  Manchuria 
is  the  prayer  of  a  recent  visitor.  Amen. 


Our  Manchuria  missionaries.  Back  row:  A.  J.  Ahlberg,  Martin  Kvamme, 
Mrs.  R.  D .  Cook,  Miss  Ruth  M etching,  A.  Wingard.  Front  row:  Mrs.  Ahlberg, 
Mrs.  Kvamme,  Miss  Inga  Peterson,  Mrs.  Wingard,  Miss  Pansy  Blossom. 


MANCHURIA  MISSIONARIES  AND 
MINISTERS 

Under  Appointment  of  the  General  Council 
Ahlberg,  Arthur  J.,  Secretary-Treasurer  Hsiao  Hsi 
Kuan,  1  Ho  Chan  Hutung  22,  Mukden,  Man¬ 
churia. 

Ahlberg,  Edna  (Mrs.  Arthur  J.) 

Blossom,  Miss  Pansy,  Chin  Yun  Ta  Chieh,  Chung 
Yuan  Pa  Mi  Lu,  Chin  Hsien,  Manchuria. 
Cook,  Mrs.  R.  D.,  218  Hsiao  Hsi  Kuan,  Ta  Chieh, 
Mukden,  Manchuria. 

Kvarpme,  Martin,  Field  Superintendent  Assemblies 
of  God  Mission,  Hsiao  Hsi  Kuan,  I-ho-chan 
Hutung  22,  Mukden,  Manchuria. 

Kvamme,  Mrs.  Martin. 

Larson,  Miss  Irene,  13  Fan  Ti,  Ch’ao  Yen  Ting,  Port 
Arthur,  Manchuria. 

Melching,  Miss  Ruth,  Chin  Yun  Ta  Chieh,  Chung 
Yuan  Pa  Mi  Lu,  Chin  Hsien,  Manchuria. 

Peterson,  Miss  Inga,  13  Fan  Ti,  Ch’ao  Yen  Ting, 
Port  Arthur,  Manchuria. 

Wingard,  Adolph,  Field  Evangelist,  89  Sheng  P’ing 
Chieh  Tao  Wai,  Harbin,  Manchuria. 

Wingard,  Clara  (Mrs.  Adolph) 

*  %  *  *  * 

Material  for  this  book  gathered  and  sent  in  by 
Martin  Kvamme. 
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